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A dynamic biography of one of the most mysterious members of Wordsworth’s circle and the last of
the Romantics

Thomas De Quincey was an obsessive. He was obsessed with Wordsworth and Coleridge, whose Lyrical
Balladsprovided the script to his life, and by the idea of sudden death. Running away from school to pursue
the two poets, De Quincey insinuated himself into their world. Basing his sensibility on Wordsworth’s and
his character on Coleridge’s, he forged a triangle of unusual psychological complexity.

Aged twenty-four, De Quincey replaced Wordsworth as the tenant of Dove Cottage, the poet’s former
residence in Grasmere. In this idyllic spot he followed the reports of the notorious Ratcliffe Highway
murders of 1811, when two families, including a baby, were butchered in their own homes. In his opium-
soaked imagination the murderer became a poet while the poet became a murderer. Embedded in On Murder
as One of the Fine Arts, De Quincey’s brilliant series of essays, Frances Wilson finds the startling story of
his relationships with Wordsworth and Coleridge.

Opium was the making of De Quincey, allowing him to dissolve self-conflict, eliminate self-recrimination,
and divest himself of guilt. Opium also allowed him to write, and under the pseudonym “The Opium-Eater”
De Quincey emerged as the strangest and most original journalist of his age. His influence has been
considerable. Poe became his double; Dostoevsky went into exile with Confessions of an English Opium-
Eater in his pocket; and Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde, George Orwell, Alfred Hitchcock, and Vladimir
Nabokov were all De Quincey devotees.

There have been other biographies of Thomas De Quincey, but Guilty Thing is the first to be animated by the
spirit of De Quincey himself. Following the growth of his obsessions from seed to full flowering and tracing
the ways they intertwined, Frances Wilson finds the master key to De Quincey’s vast Piranesian mind.
Unraveling a tale of hero worship and revenge, Guilty Thing brings the last of the Romantics roaring back to
life and firmly establishes Wilson as one of our foremost contemporary biographers.
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From reader reviews:

John Richey:

The book Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Guilty
Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Guilty
Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

David Bergeron:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Guilty Thing: A Life of
Thomas De Quincey is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Sylvia Kirby:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Samuel Puckett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De Quincey can give you a
lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Guilty Thing: A Life of Thomas De
Quincey.
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