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If the source of manga and anime is physically located in Japan, the temptation for many critics and scholars
is to ask what aspects of Japanese culture and history gave rise to these media. This ninth volume of
Mechademia—an annual collection of critical work on anime and manga—challenges the tendency to
answer the question of origins by reductively generalizing and essentializing “Japaneseness.”

The essays brought together in Mechademia 9 lead us to understand the extent to which “Japan” might be
seen as an idea generated by anime, manga, and other texts rather than the other way around. What is it that
manga and anime produce that no other medium can precisely duplicate? Is anime its own medium or a
genre of animation—or something in between? And how must we adapt existing critical modes in order to
read these new kinds of texts? While the authors begin with similar questions about the roots of Japanese
popular culture and media, they invoke a wide range of theoretical work in the search for answers, including
feminist criticism, disability studies, poststructuralist textual criticism, postcolonialism, art history, film
theory, phenomenology, and more. Richly provocative and insightful, Mechademia 9 both enacts and resists
the pursuit of fixed starting points, inspiring further creative investigation of this global artistic phenomenon.

Contributors: Stephen R. Anderson; Dale K. Andrews, Tohoku Gakuin U; Andrew Ballús; Jodie Beck;
Christopher Bolton, Williams College; Kukhee Choo, Tulane U; Ranya Denison, U of East Anglia; Lucy
Fraser; Fujimoto Yukari, Meiji U, Japan; Forrest Greenwood; Imamura Taihei; Seth Jacobowitz, Yale U;
Kim Joon Yang; Thomas Lamarre, McGill U; Margherita Long, U of California, Riverside; Matsumoto
Nobuyuki, Tokyo National Museum; Laura Miller, U of Missouri–St. Louis; Alexandra Roedder; Paul
Roquet, Stanford U; Brian Ruh; Shun’ya Yoshimi, U of Tokyo; Alba G. Torrents.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

The feeling that you get from Mechademia 9: Origins will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Mechademia 9: Origins giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that
Mechademia 9: Origins instantly.

Clemencia Torres:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Mechademia 9: Origins.

Christopher Burnham:

The particular book Mechademia 9: Origins has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Manuel Porter:

Mechademia 9: Origins can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Mechademia 9: Origins nevertheless doesn't forget
the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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