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Drawing on previously unexplored sources, Kerry H. Whiteside presents the political theory of Maurice
Merleau-Ponty (1908-1961), one of France's best-known twentieth-century philosophers. Whiteside argues
that Merleau-Ponty's objective in his political writings was to make existentialism into the foundation for a
philosophically consistent mode of political thinking. This study discusses the inadequacies Merleau-Ponty
found in the traditional philosophies of empiricism and idealism, and then examines the subject-object
dualism that he believed deprived previous forms of existentialism of political significance.

Whiteside shows how Merleau-Ponty overcame these problems by grounding political reasoning in a theory
of consciousness that emphasized both its individuality and its need for socially created meaning. After
explaining Merleau-Ponty's modifications of the views of Sartre, Aron, and others, the book investigates how
he applied his political theory in editorial exchanges with Communists and liberals. Throughout this study,
Whiteside traces and criticizes the changes in the philosopher's concept of Marxism and points to his many
ideas that bear on current controversies in political theory.

Originally published in 1988.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Merleau-
Ponty and the Foundation of Existential Politics (Princeton Legacy Library). All type of book could you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Thomas Britton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Merleau-Ponty and the Foundation of Existential
Politics (Princeton Legacy Library) as the daily resource information.

Tony Hill:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Merleau-Ponty and the Foundation of Existential Politics (Princeton
Legacy Library) can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Tracy Gardiner:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Merleau-Ponty and the Foundation of Existential Politics (Princeton Legacy Library) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Merleau-Ponty and the Foundation
of Existential Politics (Princeton Legacy Library) giving you one more experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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