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"I define the Neutral as that which outplays the paradigm, or rather I call Neutral everything that baffles
paradigm." With these words, Roland Barthes describes a concept that profoundly shaped his work and was
the subject of a landmark series of lectures delivered in 1978 at the Collège de France, just two years before
his death. Not published in France until 2002, and appearing in English for the first time, these creative and
engaging lectures deepen our understanding of Roland Barthes's intellectual itinerary and reveal his
distinctive style as thinker and teacher.

The Neutral (le neutre), as Barthes describes it, escapes or undoes the paradigmatic binary oppositions that
structure and produce meaning in Western thought and discourse. These binaries are found in all aspects of
human society ranging from language to sexuality to politics. For Barthes, the attempt to deconstruct or
escape from these binaries has profound ethical, philosophical, and linguistic implications.

The Neutral is comprised of the prewritten texts from which Barthes lectured and centers around 23
"figures," also referred to as "traits" or "twinklings," that are possible embodiments of the Neutral (sleep,
silence, tact, etc.) or of the anti-Neutral (anger, arrogance, conflict, etc.). His lectures draw on a diverse set of
authors and intellectual traditions, including Lao-tzu, Tolstoy, German mysticism, classical philosophy,
Rousseau, Baudelaire, Walter Benjamin, and John Cage. Barthes's idiosyncratic approach to his subjects
gives the lectures a playful, personal, and even joyous quality that enhances his rich insights.

In addition to his reflections on a variety of literary and scholarly works, Barthes's personal convictions and
the events of his life shaped the course and content of the lectures. Most prominently, as Barthes admits, the
recent death of his mother and the idea of mourning shape several of his lectures.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-
1978) (European Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism).

Curtis Wilson:

This The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Series in
Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The
Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A Series in Social
Thought and Cultural Criticism) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Todd James:

The book untitled The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European
Perspectives: A Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism) contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author
will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Joyce Hazel:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known
as of book The Neutral: Lecture Course at the College de France (1977-1978) (European Perspectives: A
Series in Social Thought and Cultural Criticism). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that,



you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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