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"Jill Dolan is the theatre's most astute critic, and this new book is perhaps her most important. Utopia in
Performance argues with eloquence and insight how theatre makes a difference, and in the process
demonstrates that scholarship matters, too. It is a book that readers will cherish and hold close as a personal
favorite, and that scholars will cite for years to come."
---David Román, University of Southern California

What is it about performance that draws people to sit and listen attentively in a theater, hoping to be moved
and provoked, challenged and comforted? In Utopia in Performance, Jill Dolan traces the sense of visceral,
emotional, and social connection that we experience at such times, connections that allow us to feel for a
moment not what a better world might look like, but what it might feel like, and how that hopeful utopic
sentiment might become motivation for social change.

She traces these "utopian performatives" in a range of performances, including the solo performances of
feminist artists Holly Hughes, Deb Margolin, and Peggy Shaw; multicharacter solo performances by Lily
Tomlin, Danny Hoch, and Anna Deavere Smith; the slam poetry event Def Poetry Jam; The Laramie Project;
Blanket, a performance by postmodern choreographer Ann Carlson; Metamorphoses by Mary Zimmerman;
and Deborah Warner's production of Medea starring Fiona Shaw. While the book richly captures moments of
"feeling utopia" found within specific performances, it also celebrates the broad potential that performance
has to provide a forum for being human together; for feeling love, hope, and commonality in particular and
historical (rather than universal and transcendent) ways.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Rubio:

The book Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater for being your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Guadalupe Ramsey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Utopia in Performance: Finding
Hope at the Theater book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Elizabeth Easterling:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go through.
Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater can be your answer because it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.

Marvin Ober:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Utopia in Performance: Finding Hope at the Theater this publication consist a lot of
the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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