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Bethel House, located in a small fishing village in northern Japan, was founded in 1984 as an intentional
community for people with schizophrenia and other psychiatric disorders. Using a unique, community
approach to psychosocial recovery, Bethel House focuses as much on social integration as on therapeutic
work. As a centerpiece of this approach, Bethel House started its own businesses in order to create
employment and socialization opportunities for its residents and to change public attitudes toward the
mentally ill, but also quite unintentionally provided a significant boost to the distressed local economy.
Through its work programs, communal living, and close relationship between hospital and town, Bethel has
been remarkably successful in carefully reintegrating its members into Japanese society. It has become
known as a model alternative to long-term institutionalization.

In A Disability of the Soul, Karen Nakamura explores how the members of this unique community struggle
with their lives, their illnesses, and the meaning of community. Told through engaging historical narrative,
insightful ethnographic vignettes, and compelling life stories, her account of Bethel House depicts its
achievements and setbacks, its promises and limitations. The book is accompanied by a DVD containing two
fascinating documentaries about Bethel made by the author?Bethel: Community and Schizophrenia in
Northern Japan and A Japanese Funeral (winner of the Society for Visual Anthropology Short Film Award
and the Society for East Asian Anthropology David Plath Media Award). A Disability of the Soul is a
sensitive and multidimensional portrait of what it means to live with mental illness in contemporary Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Kirby:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Disability of the Soul: An Ethnography of
Schizophrenia and Mental Illness in Contemporary Japan as the daily resource information.

Bennett Fox:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name A Disability of the
Soul: An Ethnography of Schizophrenia and Mental Illness in Contemporary Japan suitable to you? The
book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled A Disability of the Soul: An
Ethnography of Schizophrenia and Mental Illness in Contemporary Japanis a single of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with
this book.

Charles Stubblefield:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be A Disability of the Soul: An Ethnography of Schizophrenia and Mental Illness in Contemporary
Japan.

Brenda Anderson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The A Disability of
the Soul: An Ethnography of Schizophrenia and Mental Illness in Contemporary Japan provide you with new



experience in looking at a book.
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