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Based on a vast array of archival holdings, including the secret archives of the Vatican, this colorful and
fascinating story recounts Cardinal William Henry O'Connell's ambitious grasp for power and his arrogant
misuse of the trappings of the office. Appointed in 1895 to a minor post in the Catholic church in Rome,
Father William O’Connell of Boston built a Vatican power base that made him a bishop, archbishop, and
cardinal. His arrogant exploitation of his position drew the wrath of U.S. bishops—who were twice
unsuccessful in having him removed from office. Believing that his high position exempted him from the
rules of morality, O'Connell was utterly unscrupulous. He discovered multiple ways to turn a profit from his
position and by 1923 had amassed a fortune. O’Connell brought further scandal upon his position when he
turned a blind eye to the secret marriages of two priests who lived with him, one of them his nephew. When
the marriages were discovered, the cardinal brazenly defended his nephew at the expense of the other
offender. Had the Cardinal not worn the scarlet that marked him as a prince of the church, he may have gone
to the grave a disgraced clergyman. However, his rank, his ability to maintain appearances, and his potent
Vatican allies saved him from such a fate. This story serves as a mirror against which to view current affairs
in both the Catholic church and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

Here thing why that Ambition and Arrogance: Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the American
Catholic Church are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Ambition and Arrogance:
Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the American Catholic Church giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Ambition and
Arrogance: Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the American Catholic Church. It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Ambition
and Arrogance: Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the American Catholic Church in e-book can be
your alternate.

Willie Randolph:

The book untitled Ambition and Arrogance: Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the American
Catholic Church is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Ambition and Arrogance:
Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the American Catholic Church from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Naomi Taylor:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Ambition and Arrogance: Cardinal William O'Connell of Boston and the
American Catholic Church why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mary Wines:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Ambition and Arrogance: Cardinal William
O'Connell of Boston and the American Catholic Church as well as others sources were given know-how for



you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Ambition and Arrogance: Cardinal
William O'Connell of Boston and the American Catholic Church to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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