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Why were the stars so important in Rome? Their literary presence far outweighs their role as a time-
reckoning device, which was, in any case, superseded by the synchronization of the civil and solar years
under Julius Caesar. One answer is tied to their usefulness in symbolizing a universe built on "intelligent
design." From Plato's time onwards, the stars are most often seen in literature as evidence for a divine plan in
the layout and maintenance of the cosmos. Moreover, particularly in the Roman world, divine and human
governance came to be linked, one striking manifestation of this being the predicted enjoyment of a celestial
afterlife by emperors. Aratus' Phaenomena, a didactic poem in Greek hexameters, composed c. 270 BC,
which describes the layout of the heavens and their effect on the lives of men, was an ideal text in expressing
such relationships: a didactic model which was both accessible and elegant, and which combined the stars
with notions of divine and human order. Across a period extending from the late Roman Republic and early
Empire until the age of Christian humanism, the impact of this poem on the literary environment is
apparently out of all proportion to its relatively modest size and the obscurity of its subject matter. It was
translated into Latin many times between the first century BC and the Renaissance, and carried lasting
influence outside its immediate genre.

Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition answers the question of Aratus' popularity by looking at the poem in
the light of Western cosmology. It argues that the Phaenomena is the ideal vehicle for the integration of
astronomical "data" into abstract cosmology, a defining feature of the Western tradition. This book embeds
Aratus' text into a close network of textual interactions, beginning with the text itself and ending in the
sixteenth century, with Copernicus. All conversations between the text and its successors experiment in some
way with the balance between cosmology and information. The text was not an inert objet d'art, but a
dynamic entity which took on colors often in conflict in the ongoing debate about the place and role of the
stars in the world. With this detailed treatment of Aratus' poem and its reception, Emma Gee resituates a
peculiar literary work within its successive cultural contexts and provides a benchmark for further research.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

The book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and Society) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Aratus
and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and Society)? A number of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and Society) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Luis Vargas:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical
Culture and Society) has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition
(Classical Culture and Society) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and Society). You never sense lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Jeffrey Roybal:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Aratus and the
Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and Society) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical
Culture and Society)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Lizabeth Melgar:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical
Culture and Society) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open



up a book and study it. Beside that the book Aratus and the Astronomical Tradition (Classical Culture and
Society) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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