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First published in 1969, English Cursive Book Hands rapidly established itself as a key resource for the
study and teaching of palaeography. It covers the changes in handwriting that arose from the mid-twelfth
century, tracking the growth and development of the cursive script that came to dominate book production in
medieval England. This reprint is a re-issue of the 1979 second edition published by Scolar Press. This study
sets out the nature of the developments which took place in English book hands, from the mid-twelfth
century, largely determined by two factors: the increasing demand for books, and the increase in the size of
the works to be copied. The secularization of learning and the rise of the universities created a voracious
demand for texts and commentaries. At the same time improving standards of literacy led to a demand from
a wide range of patrons for books of a more general nature. In such circumstances speed and ease of writing
became increasingly important. Scribes began to use different kinds of handwriting for different classes of
books, and as a result a new 'hierarchy' of scripts arose, each with its own sequence of development.
Towards the end of the thirteenth century the cursive script which had recently been evolved for the
preparation of documents was introduced into books. A hierarchy also arose in the cursive script itself, as
scribes began to devise more than one way of writing depending on the degree of formality they required.
Eventually the varieties of cursive usurped the functions of other scripts in the copying of nearly all kinds of
books and documents. English Cursive Book Hands illustrates the developments which took place in the
cursive handwriting used in England for writing books.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Epperson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this English Cursive Book Hands, 1250-1500 (Palaeographical Handbooks).

Stephanie Knowles:

The book English Cursive Book Hands, 1250-1500 (Palaeographical Handbooks) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a
book English Cursive Book Hands, 1250-1500 (Palaeographical Handbooks) for being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a reserve English Cursive Book Hands, 1250-
1500 (Palaeographical Handbooks). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jose German:

The publication with title English Cursive Book Hands, 1250-1500 (Palaeographical Handbooks) contains a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular
book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Michael Hilton:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This English Cursive Book Hands, 1250-1500 (Palaeographical
Handbooks) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have English Cursive Book Hands,
1250-1500 (Palaeographical Handbooks).
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