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From the winner of the Booker Prize: A ravishing book that opens a window into the lives, designs,
and passions of Mariano Fortuny and William Morris, two remarkable artists who themselves are
passions of the writer A. S. Byatt.

Born a generation apart in the mid-1800s, Fortuny and Morris were seeming opposites: Fortuny a Spanish
aristocrat thrilled by the sun-baked cultures of Crete and Knossos; Morris a member of the British
bourgeoisie, enthralled by Nordic myths. Through their revolutionary inventions and textiles, both men
inspired a new variety of art that is as striking today as when it was first conceived. In this elegant
meditation, Byatt traces their genius right to the source.

Fortuny’s Palazzo Pesaro Orfei in Venice is a warren of dark spaces imbued with the rich hues of Asia. In his
attic workshop, Fortuny created intricate designs from glowing silks and velvets; in the palazzo he found
“happiness in a glittering cavern” alongside the French model who became his wife and collaborator,
including on the famous “Delphos” dress—a flowing, pleated gown that evoked the era of classical Greece.

Morris’s Red House outside London, with its Gothic turrets and secret gardens, helped inspire his stunning
floral and geometric patterns; it likewise represented a coming together of life and art. But it was a “sweet
simple old place” called Kelmscott Manor in the countryside that he loved best—even when it became the
setting for his wife’s love affair with the artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti.

Generously illustrated with the artists’ beautiful designs—pomegranates and acanthus, peacock and
vine—among other aspects of their worlds, this marvel-filled book brings the visions and ideas of Fortuny
and Morris to vivid life.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Kizer:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any
book Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny. You can add information and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ashley Paul:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny giving
you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better
life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

David Mathews:

Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Peacock & Vine: On William
Morris and Mariano Fortuny yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Joy Becker:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Peacock & Vine: On William
Morris and Mariano Fortuny or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside



science e-book, any other book likes Peacock & Vine: On William Morris and Mariano Fortuny to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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