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Debt was an inescapable fact of life in early America. At the beginning of the eighteenth century, its
sinfulness was preached by ministers and the right to imprison debtors was unquestioned. By 1800,
imprisonment for debt was under attack and insolvency was no longer seen as a moral failure, merely an
economic setback. In Republic of Debtors, Bruce H. Mann illuminates this crucial transformation in early
American society.

From the wealthy merchant to the backwoods farmer, Mann tells the personal stories of men and women
struggling to repay their debts and stay ahead of their creditors. He opens a window onto a society
undergoing such fundamental changes as the growth of a commercial economy, the emergence of a
consumer marketplace, and a revolution for independence. In addressing debt Americans debated
complicated questions of commerce and agriculture, nationalism and federalism, dependence and
independence, slavery and freedom. And when numerous prominent men--including the richest man in
America and a justice of the Supreme Court--found themselves imprisoned for debt or forced to become
fugitives from creditors, their fate altered the political dimensions of debtor relief, leading to the highly
controversial Bankruptcy Act of 1800.

Whether a society forgives its debtors is not just a question of law or economics; it goes to the heart of what
a society values. In chronicling attitudes toward debt and bankruptcy in early America, Mann explores the
very character of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Republic of Debtors: Bankruptcy in the Age of American
Independence. Try to stumble through book Republic of Debtors: Bankruptcy in the Age of American
Independence as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Eileen Matherly:

This Republic of Debtors: Bankruptcy in the Age of American Independence usually are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Republic of Debtors:
Bankruptcy in the Age of American Independence can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Republic of Debtors: Bankruptcy in the Age of
American Independence forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Christopher Melendez:

The reserve with title Republic of Debtors: Bankruptcy in the Age of American Independence includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read this anywhere you want.

Kim Free:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Republic of Debtors: Bankruptcy in the
Age of American Independence which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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