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"Rabaté's strength is that he does not treat modernism as a monolith. The study's originality is in its close
examination of several 'key' themes in several 'key' texts, almost all of which he reads autobiographically. . . .
It is the pattern of these themes as well as the psychoanalytic method that holds these essays together. The
result is a fresh look not at modernism as a whole, but at some central themes and images of the
modernists."--S. E. Gontarski, Crosscurrents Series Editor

Jean-Michel Rabaté, the eminent French Joycean, combines psychoanalytical and philosophical concepts in
rereading the history of modernity to give a more precise meaning to the term "modernism."

           Rabaté focuses throughout on a single theme, the ghostly nature of modernity. In writing a history of
the concept of modernity with the awareness that the radically new has often been subject to the effects of
the return of the repressed, Rabaté analyzes the notion of loss in various fields: in Freudian aesthetics of
color, in literary history, and in philosophy. The postmodernist fascination with a lost object allows a
reconsideration of the boundaries of such terms as "modernism" and "postmodernism."

           The conclusion ties together all these motifs, from Joyce to Barthes, together and shows their
theoretical basis in Marx's criticism of ideology and in Freud's consideration of mourning. From the analysis
of "color" as an unthinkable object of discourse to an aesthetics of the unpresentable, Rabaté points to the
possibility of an "ethics of mourning," which would seem capable of overcoming the dead end of history
whose ending condemns it to eternal repetition.

           This work will appeal to a wide community of scholars. Its strong French and continental emphasis
has application in literary studies, particularly English, French, and comparative studies.

Jean-Michel Rabaté is Marjorie G. Ernest Term Professor of English at the University of Pennsylvania. He is
the coeditor of L'Ethique du don: Jacques Derrida et la question du don and the author of numerous books,
including James Joyce, Joyce upon the Void: The Genesis of Doubt, Thomas Bernhard, and La Beauté
amère.
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From reader reviews:

Bennett Fox:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Ghosts of Modernity
(Crosscurrents) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Colleen Nguyen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book The Ghosts of Modernity (Crosscurrents) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high
quality.

Norma Eberhart:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Ghosts of Modernity
(Crosscurrents), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Willie Thacker:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is actually The Ghosts of Modernity (Crosscurrents). This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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