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When war broke out in Europe in August of 1914, it seemed, to observers in the United States, the height of
madness. The Old World and its empires were tearing each other apart, and while most Americans blamed
the Germans, pitied the Belgians, and felt kinship with the Allies, they wanted no part in the carnage. Two
years into war President Woodrow Wilson won re-election by pledging to keep out of the conflict. Yet by the
spring of 1917-by which point millions had been killed for little apparent gain or purpose-the fervor to head
"Over There" swept the country. America wanted in.

The Path to War shows us how that happened. Entry into the war resulted from lengthy debate and soul-
searching about national identity, as so-called "hyphenated citizens" of Irish and German heritage wrestled
with what it meant to be American. Many hoped to keep to the moral high ground, condemning German
aggression while withholding from the Allies active support, offering to mediate between the belligerents
while keeping clear. Others, including the immensely popular former president Theodore Roosevelt, were
convinced that war offered the country the only way to assume its rightful place in world affairs. Neiberg
follows American reaction to such events as the sinking of the Lusitania, German terrorism, and the
incriminating Zimmermann telegram, shedding light on the dilemmas and crises the country faced as it
moved from ambivalence to belligerence.

As we approach the centenary of the war, the effects of the pivot from peace to war still resonate, as Michael
Neiberg's compelling book makes clear. The war transformed the United States into a financial powerhouse
and global player, despite the reassertion of isolationism in the years that followed. Examining the social,
political, and financial forces at work as well as the role of public opinion and popular culture, The Path to
War offers both a compelling narrative and the inescapable conclusion that World War One was no
parenthetical exception in the American story but a moment of national self-determination.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Path to
War: How the First World War Created Modern America is kind of publication which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Tom Baptist:

This The Path to War: How the First World War Created Modern America usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Path to War: How the First World
War Created Modern America can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Path to War: How the First World War Created Modern
America forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Vincent Johnson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. The Path to War: How the First World War Created Modern America can be your answer
as it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Michael Grammer:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just seeking the The Path to War: How the First World War Created Modern America when you required
it?
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