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Do contemporary big-budget blockbuster films like Gravity move something in us that is fundamentally the
same as what avant-garde and experimental films have done for more than a century? In a powerful
challenge to mainstream film theory, Cinema’s Bodily Illusions demonstrates that this is the case. 

Scott C. Richmond bridges genres and periods by focusing, most palpably, on cinema’s power to evoke
illusions: feeling like you’re flying through space, experiencing 3D without glasses, or even hallucinating.
He argues that cinema is, first and foremost, a technology to modulate perception. He presents a theory of
cinema as a proprioceptive technology: cinema becomes art by modulating viewers’ embodied sense of
space. It works primarily not at the level of the intellect but at the level of the body. Richmond develops his
theory through examples of direct perceptual illusion in cinema: hallucinatory flicker phenomena in Tony
Conrad’s The Flicker, eerie depth effects in Marcel Duchamp’s Anémic Cinéma, the illusion of bodily
movement through onscreen space in Stanley Kubrick’s 2001, Godfrey Reggio’s Koyaanisqatsi, and Alfonso
Cuarón’s Gravity. In doing so he combines insights from Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of
perception and James J. Gibson’s ecological approach to perception. The result is his distinctive ecological
phenomenology, which allows us to refocus on the cinema’s perceptual, rather than representational, power.

Arguing against modernist habits of mind in film theory and aesthetics, and the attendant proclamations of
cinema’s death or irrelevance, Richmond demonstrates that cinema’s proprioceptive aesthetics make it an
urgent site of contemporary inquiry. 
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Cinema's Bodily Illusions:
Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Cynthia Caron:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating book is readable
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated
with Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and
Hallucinating is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tia Sargent:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Cinema's Bodily Illusions:
Flying, Floating, and Hallucinating, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Willodean Samples:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Cinema's Bodily Illusions: Flying, Floating, and



Hallucinating can make you really feel more interested to read.
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