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In the summer of 972 a group of Muslim brigands based in the south of France near La Garde-Freinet
abducted the abbot of Cluny as he and his entourage crossed the Alps en route from Rome to Burgundy.
Ultimately, the abbot was set free and returned home safely, but the audacity of this abduction outraged
Christian leaders and galvanized the will of local lords. Shortly thereafter, Count William of Arles marshaled
an army and succeeded in wiping out the Muslim stronghold. In Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet,
Scott G. Bruce uses this extraordinary incident, largely overlooked by contemporary scholars, to examine
Christian perceptions of Islam in the Middle Ages.

The monks of Cluny kept the tale of their abbot's abduction alive over the next century in hagiographical
works and chronicles written to promote his sanctity. Bruce explores the telling and retelling of this story,
focusing particularly on the representation of Islam in each account, and how that representation changed
over time. The culminating figure in this study is Peter the Venerable, one of Europe's leading intellectuals
and abbot of Cluny from 1122 to 1156. Remembered today largely for his views of Islam, Peter
commissioned Latin translations of Muslim historical and devotional texts including the Qur’an. As Bruce
shows, Peter’s thinking on Islam had its roots in the hagiographical tradition of the abduction at La Garde-
Freinet. In fact, Peter drew from the stories as he crafted a "Muslim policy" relevant to the mid-twelfth
century, a time of great anxiety about Islam in the aftermath of the failed Second Crusade. Compellingly
written, Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet provides us with an unparalleled opportunity to
examine Christian perceptions of Islam in the Crusading era.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Staten:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem
of Islam in Medieval Europe book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer connected with Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography
and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of
Islam in Medieval Europe is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Charlotte Ramsey:

The publication with title Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of
Islam in Medieval Europe includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Clarence Lowery:

This Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval
Europe is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem
of Islam in Medieval Europe can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to
get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your
better life along with knowledge.

Sue Joseph:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Cluny and the Muslims of La
Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very



simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to
be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Cluny and the
Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe can to be your
brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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