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This volume brings together an international team of contributors to reconnect field research on the shaft
tombs of western Mexico (ca. 300 B.C.–A.D. 500) with museum-based research on the distinctive human
figures for which the region is known. These finely made figures and dioramas have attracted the interest of
archaeologists, art historians, and museum curators for over a century because of their expressiveness and
rich detail, tempered by the sad fact that most of these objects were looted from shaft and chamber tombs
and sold on the wider art market. This volume presents current research reflecting multiple perspectives and
using many new techniques for delving into the forms, functions, and meanings of these enigmatic figures.
 
Fourteen insightful chapters present new research in four thematic sections: (1) Case studies: Archaeological
and biological studies, (2) Broader perspectives: The contexts of figures and tombs across larger areas, (3)
Collections-based research: Natural science or statistical perspectives, and (4) Collections-based research:
Visual culture perspectives. In addition, the editors provide a comprehensive historical overview of research
on the figures and tombs and a discussion of archaeology’s twin evils, looting and faking. In the final
chapter, the editors propose avenues for productive new research that integrates different disciplinary
approaches and takes advantage of new technologies that help scientists explore the past in new ways.

This volume aims to expose current researchers in western Mexico and Mesoamerica at large to the
productive lines of study currently taking place in the field, the laboratory, and the museum, and to increase
awareness of the potential that exists for integrative and collaborative research. 
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican
Society: A Reassessment. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important some sort of book Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A
Reassessment. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open
a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Barbara Goodman:

Here thing why this particular Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A
Reassessment giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no book that similar with Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment in e-book can be your option.

Carolyn Lew:

This book untitled Shaft Tombs and Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Anthony Wilson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Shaft Tombs and
Figures in West Mexican Society: A Reassessment, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.
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