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"Whereas some other scholars read selected films mainly to illustrate political arguments, Roan never loses
sight of the particularities of film as a distinctive cultural form and practice. Her drive to see 'cinema as a
mechanism of American orientalism' results in not just a textual analysis of these films, but also a history of
their material production and distribution."
---Josephine Lee, University of Minnesota

"Envisioning Asia offers an exciting new contribution to our understandings of the historical developments
of American Orientalism. Jeannette Roan deftly situates changing cinematic technologies within the context
of U.S. imperial agendas in this richly nuanced analysis of 'shooting on location' in Asia in early 20th century
American cinema."
---Wendy Kozol, Oberlin College

"Through her vivid illustration of the role of American cinema in the material, visual, and ideological
production of Asia, Jeanette Roan takes the reader on a journey to Asia through a very different route from
the virtual travel taken by the viewers of the films she discusses."
---Mari Yoshihara, University of Hawai'i at Manoa

The birth of cinema coincides with the beginnings of U.S. expansion overseas, and the classic Hollywood era
coincides with the rise of the United States as a global superpower. In Envisioning Asia, Jeanette Roan
argues that throughout this period, the cinema's function as a form of virtual travel, coupled with its
purported "authenticity," served to advance America's shifting interests in Asia. Its ability to fulfill this
imperial role depended, however, not only on the cinematic representations themselves but on the marketing
of the films' production histories---and, in particular, their use of Asian locations. Roan demonstrates this
point in relation to a wide range of productions, offering an engaging and useful survey of a largely
neglected body of film. Not only that, by focusing on the material practices involved in shooting films on
location---that is, the actual travels, negotiations, and labor of making a film---she moves beyond formal
analysis to produce a richly detailed history of American interests, attitudes, and cultural practices during the
first half of the twentieth century.

Jeanette Roan is Adjunct Professor of Visual Studies at California College of the Arts and author of "Exotic
Explorations: Travels to Asia and the Pacific in Early Cinema" in Re/collecting Early Asian America: Essays
in Cultural History (2002).

Cover art: Publicity still, Tokyo File 212 (Dorrell McGowan and Stuart McGowan, 1951). The
accompanying text reads: "Hundreds of spectators gather on the sidelines as technicians prepare to
photograph a parade scene in 'Tokyo File 212,' a Breakston-McGowan Production filmed in Japan for RKO
Radio distribution." Courtesy of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book Envisioning Asia: On Location, Travel, and the Cinematic
Geography of U.S. Orientalism has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Envisioning Asia: On Location,
Travel, and the Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Envisioning Asia: On Location, Travel, and the
Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Ken Martin:

The book Envisioning Asia: On Location, Travel, and the Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Envisioning Asia: On
Location, Travel, and the Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism is much recommended to you to learn.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Hannah Norton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Envisioning Asia: On Location,
Travel, and the Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Envisioning
Asia: On Location, Travel, and the Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism become your personal starter.

Craig Nazario:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Envisioning Asia: On Location, Travel, and the Cinematic Geography of U.S. Orientalism. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read.
It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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