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Mirrors is one of Nobel laureate Naguib Mahfouz's more unusual works. First published in serialized form in
the Egyptian television magazine, it consists of a series of vignettes of characters from a writer's life -- a
writer very like Mahfouz himself. And accompanying each vignette is a portrait of the character by a friend
of the author, the renowned Alexandrian artist Seif Wanli.

Through each vignette -- whether of a lifelong friend, a sometime adversary, or a childhood sweetheart -- not
only is that one character described but much light is thrown on other characters already familiar or yet to be
encountered, as well as on the narrator himself, who we come to know well through the mirrors of his world
of acquaintances.

At the same time, Mirrors also reflects the recent history of Egypt, its political movements, its leaders, its
wars, and its peace, all of which affect the lives of friends and enemies and of the narrator himself. As the
translator writes in his introduction, "the narrator's acquaintances from childhood, schooldays, and civil
service career take him from the lofty heights of intellectual salons to the seamy squalor of brothels and drug
dens; from the dreams of youth and nationalistic ideals to the sobering realities of post-revolutionary society
and clashing economic and political values."

The apparently simple but penetrating portraits by Seif Wanli add an extra, distinctive dimension to this
already intriguing book. They originally appeared with the serialized texts in the television magazine, but
were omitted when the book was first published in 1972, and were also omitted when the English translation
first appeared in 1977. Now, in this special edition, the pictures and the complete text appear together for the
first time.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Pickett:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Mirrors as the daily resource information.

Lydia Rogers:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a guide. The book Mirrors it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Albert Lightner:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Mirrors this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That is why this book suitable all of you.

Denise Adams:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mirrors can be the reply, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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