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Although many people view virtual reality as a totally new phenomenon, it has its foundations in an
unrecognized history of immersive images. Indeed, the search for illusionary visual space can be traced back
to antiquity. In this book, Oliver Grau shows how virtual art fits into the art history of illusion and
immersion. He describes the metamorphosis of the concepts of art and the image and relates those concepts
to interactive art, interface design, agents, telepresence, and image evolution. Grau retells art history as
media history, helping us to understand the phenomenon of virtual reality beyond the hype.

Grau shows how each epoch used the technical means available to produce maximum illusion. He discusses
frescoes such as those in the Villa dei Misteri in Pompeii and the gardens of the Villa Livia near Primaporta,
Renaissance and Baroque illusion spaces, and panoramas, which were the most developed form of illusion
achieved through traditional methods of painting and the mass image medium before film. Through a
detailed analysis of perhaps the most important German panorama, Anton von Werner's 1883 The Battle of
Sedan, Grau shows how immersion produced emotional responses. He traces immersive cinema through
Cinerama, Sensorama, Expanded Cinema, 3-D, Omnimax and IMAX, and the head mounted display with its
military origins. He also examines those characteristics of virtual reality that distinguish it from earlier forms
of illusionary art.

His analysis draws on the work of contemporary artists and groups ART+COM, Maurice Benayoun,
Charlotte Davies, Monika Fleischmann, Ken Goldberg, Agnes Hegedues, Eduardo Kac, Knowbotic
Research, Laurent Mignonneau, Michael Naimark, Simon Penny, Daniela Plewe, Paul Sermon, Jeffrey
Shaw, Karl Sims, Christa Sommerer, and Wolfgang Strauss. Grau offers not just a history of illusionary
space but also a theoretical framework for analyzing its phenomenologies, functions, and strategies
throughout history and into the future.
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on guardería until university need that Virtual Art: From Illusion to Immersion (Leonardo Book Series) to
read.

Colleen Harman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Virtual
Art: From Illusion to Immersion (Leonardo Book Series) suitable to you? The particular book was written by
well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Virtual Art: From Illusion to Immersion (Leonardo
Book Series)is one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
to see the represented of the world on this book.

Patrick Pond:

You can get this Virtual Art: From Illusion to Immersion (Leonardo Book Series) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Lea Wheeler:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Virtual Art: From Illusion to Immersion (Leonardo Book Series) can make you



really feel more interested to read.
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